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Newsdesks: August 23, 2006
Oxfordshire section of The Ridgeway National Trail now free of vehicle use
More than 22 miles of The Ridgeway National Trail that were previously used by vehicles are now ‘off limits’ to all public motorised traffic. 

These restrictions are a result of the creation of a new category of public right of way, a ‘Restricted Byway’ introduced under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 in April this year and will affect routes across the entire county that were previously used by off road enthusiasts, including parts of The Ridgeway. 

A Restricted Byway may be legally used by walkers, cyclists, equestrians and horse drawn carriages.

Oxfordshire County Council has been working to advertise the change in status by changing signing along the Trail as part of a programme that will eventually see over 250 routes re-signed as Restricted Byway across the county.

The new law has pre-empted moves by some organisations for a ban on vehicles on The Ridgeway by clarifying a previously ‘grey area’ of rights of way law.

Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service Manager Keith Wheal said : “In Oxfordshire it is now illegal to drive a motor vehicle on The Ridgeway at any time of year following this change in legislation. 

“The Trail is now clearly signed as a Restricted Byway and we expect to see a sharp reduction in use by off road vehicles. This will be backed up by patrols and enforcement by Thames Valley Police”.

Background notes and context for Editors :

For information about Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service and Restricted Byways in Oxfordshire contact Hugh Potter, Senior Field Officer 01865 810226

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/countryside
For information about The Ridgeway: Margaret Caddick, National Trails Officer 01865 810224 or Ridgeway@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Thames Valley Police Contact : PC Pete Hale at Abingdon Police Station

Penalties and Offences : Police have extensive powers to deal with drivers who choose to ignore the new status of Restricted Byway including the issuing of fixed penalty notices.

For further information about the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 and Natural Environment and Rural Communities Bill and national changes relating to Restricted Byways – contact Defra general enquiries line for information on the changes in law on 08459 335577.

www.defra.gov.uk 
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