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Press representatives are welcome to attend the Citizenship Ceremony at Oxford Town Hall, St Aldate's, Oxford, on Thursday, April 23. Please arrive for 10.30am.
 

St George's Day welcomes new citizens to Oxfordshire
 

The 5,000th person to become a British citizen in Oxfordshire will be among those awarded their new status at a special Citizenship Ceremony at Oxford Town Hall on St George's Day.
 

Dana Georgiana Artene, who is originally Romanian and will also celebrate her eleventh birthday on the day (Thursday, April 23), will be joined by 39 others from 18 countries at the ceremony, organised by Oxfordshire County Council's Registration Service.
 

The Registration Service will also be marking five years of conducting such occasions at the 11am event.
 

Perfect day for ceremony
 

Councillor Keith Mitchell, the Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, put forward the idea of holding the ceremony on England's national day.
 

He said: "It seemed appropriate to have this Citizenship Ceremony on St George's Day as these new citizens will become British while England celebrates its national day. I am proud to be English and British and I hope that the new citizens will feel the same."
 

Councillor Mitchell, who will be at the ceremony along with other dignitaries including Wantage MP Ed Vaizey, added: "These events mean a huge amount to everybody involved. I am delighted that the county council is able to have such a direct hand in welcoming new citizens to Oxfordshire and Great Britain."
 

Local schoolchildren to provide music
 

A choir from Abingdon's St Nicholas' Primary School and youngsters from Oxfordshire County Council's Music Service will provide musical accompaniment on the day. Officials from the Home Office will also be present.
 

The countries from which the new British citizens originate are Albania, Armenia, Australia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, China, Ghana, Jamaica, Lebanon, Pakistan, Romania, Seychelles, South Africa, Taiwan, Tanzania, The Philippines, Trinidad and Tobago and USA.
 

Oxford Town Hall was chosen to host this Citizenship Ceremony as each year Oxfordshire County Council's Registration Service holds one at an iconic county building, with last year's being staged at Blenheim Palace. 
