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In general we need to work on making the bike a first choice for dropping the kids to school 
or picking up a pint of milk from Budgens – Chris Ellacott 

 

We need to change the environment in Faringdon so that cycling becomes a habit - normal 
and safe. We need easy routes that avoid traffic, and a 20mph speed limit in the whole of the 
town, so that cyclists don't feel threatened – David Williamson 

  

… love the idea of a Hub and getting children to school more safely for relatively little cost. 
As a non-driver, reducing the speed limit is the obvious first step as far as safety and economy 
is concerned – Karen Vogt 

 

A cycle path to the A417/B4508 has to be of vital importance to opening up safe cycling to 
destinations south and east of Faringdon – Alun Watkins 
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Introduction 
Faringdon is poorly served by dedicated cycle routes and cycling in the town can be 
dangerous.  Despite this, a growing number of Faringdon people use the bicycle as their 
primary means of transport to work within the town and as far afield as Swindon, Wantage, 
Abingdon and the Milton/Harwell complex.  Also a significant number of people, including 
schoolchildren, travel into Faringdon from the surrounding villages. 

This document starts by setting out a modest request that would improve matters greatly and 
continues to make suggestions about some aspirational schemes that would bring us more into 
line with the European countries that adopt a more progressive approach to sustainability. 

The proposed measures include a degree of traffic calming together with the development of 
safe routes that will link children to schools, the suburban areas of Faringdon with the town 
centre shops and the Medical Centre.  Ultimately it would incorporate commuters into and out 
of Faringdon from and to the surrounding villages, towns and, eventually cities.  The 
measures are outlined in more detail below. 

 

A crossing of the A420 would be an amazing boost for family cyclists, but I fear it will take 
the first fatality for this to hit the agenda. – Gavin Hopkins 

 

I have looked through the proposal document and was delighted to see the suggestion of a 
bridge over the A420. This hits so many of the objectives I would really like to support it – 
Judith  

 

… we want as much money as possible to make every option a reality … (we wont be given) 
more if we don't ask for it.  My personal preference would be to get a bridge either over or 
under the A420 – Fiona Flint 

 

We can see for ourselves the rapid increase in cyclists in the town and your proposal 
will provide much needed additional safety – Eddie Williams 

 

I have long had a thing about the path from Faringdon to Gt Coxwell … it is such an obvious 
leisure/family route for a short ride or stroll out to the Barn and back. Also one would hope 
that as it only needs "upgrading", not anything new, it should be relatively "do-able" – David 
Janata 

 

I'm all for encouraging people to get out on their bikes and to make it as safe as possible … a 
20 MPH speed limit throughout Faringdon would possibly prove more effective and less 
expensive than cycle lanes, and would also make pedestrians safer – Stuart Feltham 
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Speed control 
Consideration should be given to reducing speed limits (probably to 20 mph) on appropriate 
routes in Faringdon in line with the recent measures introduced in Oxford.  Priority should be 
given to routes 

·  In close vicinity to schools 

·  That become agreed cycle routes 

 

We should be lobbying to have the narrow white lines that are an excuse for a cycle lane 
removed. These lines only encourage inexperienced cyclists to ride in the gutter and 
encourage car drivers to overtake too close – Chris Ellacott  

 

Proposed Routes 

Key destinations that cycle routes should link 
1. Within Faringdon 

Composite map in Figure 1 

a. Faringdon Market Place – HUB (South end of Southampton Street) 

b. HUB – Faringdon Community College 

c. HUB – South East Faringdon 

d. HUB – Medical Centre 

e. Faringdon Community College – West Faringdon 

2. Faringdon links 

Composite map in Figure 2 

a. Medical Centre –  Shrivenham 

b. Faringdon Market Place – A417/B4508 intersection 

c. Faringdon Market Place – Kelmscott (Option 1) 

d. Faringdon Market Place – Kelmscott (Option 2) 

e. Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option A1) 

f. Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option A2) 

g. Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option B) 

3. Other facilities 

a. A420 refuge at Fernham Road 

b. A420 refuge at Park Road 

Aspirational routes for truly sustainable transport  
4. Within Faringdon 

a. Central route a 
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b. Central route b 

c. Circular route  

5. Faringdon links 

a. Faringdon – Swindon 

b. Faringdon – Wantage  

c. Faringdon – Oxford  

d. Faringdon – Lechlade  

Additional measures 
6. Speed restrictions 

a. Basic (Option a) 

b. With enforcement devices (Option b) 

 

Measures in more detail 
Route Dist Rationale Description Phase i 

All - speed  Increased safety within 
Faringdon 

Reduce speed limits near schools and on 
designated cycle routes.   

Requires   

Option a: publicity, signage 

Option b: Option a plus a proper 
programme of enforcement.  Speed 
indicators, “smiley faces” and average 
speed cameras, such as those used in 
many road works, are among the measures 
that should be considered  

1 

Faringdon 
Market 
Place – 
HUB 

.25 Feeder route in and out 
of Town Centre 

Cycle the length of Southampton Street, 
which is a relatively quiet route.  

Requires  either 

·  a traffic crossing at Ferndale St and a 
short path to join with Unton Pl.  See 
Figure 3 or 

·  A designated cycle path through the 
Lees and under the underpass 

2 

HUB – FCC .71 Feeder route to FCC 
and S Faringdon 

Cycle from the HUB to the FCC via Butts 
Rd and Marine Dr.   

Requires  a new path, partly adjacent to a 
current footpath, to join HUB to Park Rd, a 
Park Road crossing incorporating a 
diagonal path onto Butts Rd and a path 
along the edge of the FCC grounds to 
Fernham Road.  See Figure 4 

2 
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Route Dist Rationale Description Phase i 

HUB – SE 
Faringdon 

.41 Feeder route for SE 
Faringdon 

Uses existing quiet roads and probably 
does not need much to get it up and 
running 

Requires  permission to cross from Berners 
Way into Southampton St. See Figure 5 

2 

HUB – 
Medical 
Centre 

.35 Feeder route to Medical 
Centre, Medical Centre, 
potential new Tesco and 
to Shrivenham link 

Uses existing quiet roads including 
Volunteer Way.   

Requires  permission to join Southampton 
St to Volunteer Rd (there is an existing 
path) and some small improvement to a 
short section of Park Road sidewalk.  Note: 
Tesco could sponsor this. See Figure 6 

2 

FCC – W 
Faringdon 

1.15 Feeder route for N and 
W Faringdon to S 
Faringdon and FCC 

Uses quiet roads (Canada Ln, The Pines, 
Orchard Hill and Folly View Road.   

Requires  repurposing of footpaths to join 
The Pines with Orchard Hill and Coxwell 
Road with Folly View Rd.  Also purpose 
built path along Highworth Rd and crossing 
on Coxwell Rd.  See Figure 7 

3 

Medical 
Centre –  
Shrivenham 

6.67 Link to RMS and 
Watchfield and 
Shrivenham.  First part 
of link to Swindon.  Link 
to potential site across 
A420 

Relatively quiet country roads and purpose 
built cycle paths.   

Requires  negotiations with farmers, a 
bridge across the A420 and approximately 
3 miles of new cycle path.  Some flexibility 
needed over final course of the path. 

2 

Faringdon  
– 
A417/B4508 
intersection 

2 Avoid dangerous part of 
A417 and give access to 
quieter roads leading 
towards Wantage, 
Harwell, Abingdon, etc. 

Follow A417 towards Wantage along wide 
verge.   

Requires  a new cycle path of 
approximately 1.5 miles 

2 

Faringdon  
– Kelmscott 

4.15 Link to huge quiet 
cycling area N of the 
Thames.  Also provides 
access to Faringdon for 
Eaton Hastings 

Alongside the A417 until a small road that 
veers off towards a small bridge over the 
Thames and then along a short section of 
the Thames towpath into Kelmscott. 

Requires   

Option 1: permission to pass through a 
boatyard and upgrade of the Thames path 
(the path is wide along this section 

Option 2: Same as Option 1 plus upgrade 
to approximately 2.5 miles of partly existing 
path alongside the A417 

2 
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Route Dist Rationale Description Phase i 

Faringdon 
Market 
Place – 
Coleshill  

3.52 Link to Coleshill avoiding 
dangerous section of 
B4019 

Option A: Follow existing path to Great 
Coxwell and then along Puddleduck Ln and 
a farm track to join B4019.   

Requires:   

Option 1: upgrade the existing Faringdon – 
Great Coxwell path 

Option 2: Option 1 plus an upgrade to the 
farm track and a short section of purpose-
built cycle track alongside the B4019 

Option B: Build a cycle path through the 
woods to bypass the hill on the B4019 

Requires  approximately half a mile of 
purpose built cycle track winding through 
the woods 

3 

Central 
route a 

? Properly safe routes in 
central Faringdon 

Dedicated 2-way cycle track between the 
Baptist Church and the Infant school and 
along Gloucester St.   

Requires  slight alteration to the course of 
Gravel Walk to accommodate a dedicated 
path and similar adjustments to Gloucester 
Street.  To be done properly some parking 
would need to be sacrificed in Gravel Walk 
and in the narrow part of Gloucester Street  

4 

Central 
route b 

? Properly safe routes in 
central Faringdon 

Dedicated 2-way cycle track from the 
bottom of Marlborough St to Bromsgrove 
and then along Bromsgrove to Park Road.  
This would complete the loop started by 
“Central route a above”   

Requires  consideration of possible options 
and potentially some innovative solutions 
for separating car and bicycle traffic. 

5 

Circular 
route  

? Faringdon perimeter 
track for exercise and 
travelling around the 
town 

Similar to Oxford 

8 

Faringdon – 
Swindon 

? Commuting to and from 
Swindon 

Extend route from Shrivenham to Swindon 
5 

Faringdon – 
Wantage  

? Commuting to and from 
Wantage 

Initially to use existing roads via 
Denchworth and Grove – possible 
upgrades later to shorten route 

6 

Faringdon – 
Oxford  

? Commuting to and from 
Oxford 

Connect at B4508 and use back roads from 
there to Oxford.   

Requires  very little apart from actually in 
Oxford 

5 

Faringdon – 
Lechlade  

? Recreation and Tourism Upgrade route from Kelmscott to Lechlade 
or develop a new route via Buscot 

7 

 

… can cycling be added as a primary consideration at planning and development stage with 
local facilities and infrastructure as the community evolves – Gavin Hopkins 
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Notes 

Costs 
Detailed costings are not included in this preliminary document.  The authors are not qualified 
to estimate these accurately and would need to work with appropriate officials in local 
government before indicative and then detailed costs could be produced. 

However, a Rough Order of Magnitude (ROM) cost/benefit analysis has been produced, using 
contributors’ rankings for the benefits and an attempt to place each option on a scale fro £0-
£300K.  Figures obtainable from the public domain suggest that the cost of laying cycle tracks 
can vary from £7K-100K per mile with the latter being the sort of bicycle super-highway seen 
in parts of Europe.   This analysis is depicted below.  The option numbering is the same as in 
Proposed Routes above. 

Faringdon cycle routes cost/benefit

1a
1b

1c
1d

1e

2a

2b

2c
2d

2e

2f

2g

3a

3b

4a
4b

4c

5a

5b
5c

5d

6a
6b

Cost

B
en

ef
it

High Low

Low

High

1a Faringdon Market Place – HUB
1b HUB – Faringdon Community College
1c HUB – South East Faringdon
1d HUB – Medical Centre / Folly Park
1e Faringdon Community College – West Faringdon
2a Medical Centre –  Shrivenham
2b Faringdon Market Place – A417/B4508 intersection
2c Faringdon Market Place – Kelmscott (Option 1)
2d Faringdon Market Place – Kelmscott (Option 2)
2e Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option A1)
2f Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option A2)
2g Faringdon Market Place – Coleshill (Option B)

3a A420 refuge at Fernham Road
3b A420 refuge at Park Road
4a Central route a
4b Central route b
4c Circular route
5a Faringdon - Swindon
5b Faringdon - Wantage
5c Faringdon - Oxford
5d Faringdon - Lechlade
6a Simply reduce speed limit to 20
6b Reduce speed limit with "encouragement devices"

 

Collaboration 
This document is intended to initiate collaboration between the residents of Faringdon and its 
satellite villages and the appropriate local government bodies.  The suggestions, made by 
laymen, will almost inevitably be improved when relevant council officers begin to 
contribute. 
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Some of the suggestions may not be possible or may end up with radically different solutions 
once local government experts have had a chance to contribute the art of the possible. 

Document information 
Consultation This document has been produced in consultation with a group of Faringdon 

cyclists each of whom has expressed an explicit interest in cycling in and 
around Faringdon.  This group, known as the Farcycles, numbers 
approximately 100 people but by no means represents every citizen of 
Faringdon and its surrounding villages.  Many other cyclists, including a large 
number of children, cycle every day without belonging to a group.  Other 
Faringdon cyclists belong to other groups such as the CTC. 

All quotes have been obtained from local residents and the ROM estimates in 
the cost/benefits are a consolidation of individual contributions by Farcycle 
members.  The process for obtaining these has been consistent with the Dephi 
top down method for estimating and will need to be complemented by expert 
bottom up estimates at a later stage in the consultation. 

Version 
History 

V 1.00 Response to Oxfordshire County 
Council Local Transport Plan 2011 - 
2030. Consultation 3: Long list of 
schemes 

December 2009 

Contact Farcycles 
c/o Mark Harrison 
2 Woodview 
Faringdon 
Oxfordhsire 
SN7 8EL 
Phone: 01367 244750 
Email: mark_f_harrison@btinternet.com 
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Appendices 

Maps 
 

Figure 1 
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Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
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Figure 4 
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Figure 5 
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Figure 6 
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Figure 7 

 
Note:  Route would probably be updated to take the shorter route up Coxwell Road 

                                                      
i Phase 1 – Immediate 

  Phase 2 – Immediate commencement of due diligence 

  Phase 3-7 – To be agreed 


