Parking in Gloucester Street

- presented to the traffic committee on Monday 15th December 2003
My name is Jane Hamer & I have come to talk to you about the residents concern about parking in Gloucester Street. I have lived in Gloucester Street for nearly 10 years. I have 2 children one at the Infant School & 1 at the Junior School. Over the last 2 years I have noticed the problems in parking have got worse, both on the grounds of safety & inconvenience & now I am especially concerned about the future situation once the new, larger vets surgery is opened & the new flats are occupied.

I have my fellow residents Julie, John & Joy here with me today & I would add that many other of my fellow residents wanted to come to this meeting but were unable to get time off work.

There are a lot of houses in Gloucester Street, many of them tucked away from the main terraces. Added to this there are many visitors to the schools, the library, the vets, the pubs, the elms offices & the Masonic hall who all park in the street.

I recently spoke to Judith Heathcote at a County Council Surgery about the current dfficult parking situation & the potential parking chaos once the new building is complete. She suggested I try & find out the level of feeling about the problem & what the main concerns are.

So as a result I devised & sent out a questionnaire to the residents in Gloucester Street. 

  I would now like to take a small amount of time to go through my findings. I would add that the majority of responses where very practical & most residents wanted a fair deal for all everyone but there is considerable strength of feeling on the subject.

Questionnaire.

I sent out 28 forms

18 were returned which is 64% (+ 2 more received after I completed the analysis)

The first question was about the current scale of the problem of parking. It was categorised as

· Its OK

· It can be a problem

· Its Often a problem

· It’s a nightmare

The responses were

· its OK


0%
· It can be a problem
33%
· Its Often a problem
39%
· It’s a nightmare
28%
The next question highlighted the future problem when the vets & new flats open

(when this happens there are insufficient spaces for flats + no staff or customer parking for vets)

 16 out of 18 people said they wanted residents parking. 1 person was undecided & 1 completely opposed (they have parking at the back of their house)

This is 88% in favour of residents parking

When asked if they would pay for the residents parking

13 said yes  (that’s 81%) 3 said no (but 2 already pay for off street parking privately behind the dentists so would change allegiance!)

And out of the 13 who said they would pay- most said up to £50 some said yes to between £50 - £100 & some would be prepared to pay between £100 -£150

I asked another question whether a free a resident’s pass for Gloucester Street Car Park would help.

9 out of 16 (56%) said yes it would help

I noted some of the KEY COMMENTS (many repeated several times)

The one person who felt strongly that it was unnecessary to have residents parking thought that it would be unsightly & selfish, they do however have parking at the rear of their house.

The undecided person doesn’t believe it would make much difference, as they believe most cars are residents already.

Many people at the lower end of the street noted that the current yellow lines are outdated from when Langfords was a seed merchant & needed special access.

Both Schools in Faringdon are using the “Better Ways to School” campaign to encourage parents & carers to use Gloucester Street Car Park as a much safer way to School. Residents parking would support that aim.

The original vets surgery gained agreement to locate on that site if customers were encouraged to use the car park. In practice they don’t.

Some residents have experienced verbal & written abuse from Vets staff & Customers when they have suggested they could use the car park.

It is extremely inconvenient for unloading shopping, children etc if you are forced to park a long way from your house. Double parking is not a safe option for unloading.

Lines could be marked on the street for more “efficient” use of space.

The yellow lines & keep clear areas should be enforced especially around the Junior School entrances.

Security is an issue in the Car park especially at night

Many of the residents made objections to planner about the size of the new build but plans went through with comments about “complaints were noted” (but no provision made for potential solution to the problem)

Those residents who have off street parking should use it.

Van & trucks should not be parked in street as often big & they block light (should use car park)

Driveways are often blocked

Car park should be free to encourage use by shoppers, visitors etc who currently use Gloucester Street.

The parking situation has made it more difficult to sell houses in the street,

So to summarise most residents – 88% of my survey- want residents parking permits & most are prepared to pay for it. The parking situation is currently very difficult & once the new build is open it will get worse.

Having found out that the facts we are now asking you to help us improve the situation on the grounds of both road safety & the convenience of residents. We accept allocated parking spaces outside our houses will never be a given & that is one of the compromises we have to make to live in a street like Gloucester street which is so close to the Town centre. However we do feel it is unfair that the situation is getting so much worse & we will be very grateful for your help.

  So my last question is what do we have to do make residents parking a reality?

Thank you

