Recycling revolution is on its way
Rubbish and recycling will be revolutionised when a new waste service starts in South Oxfordshire this summer and the Vale next year.
 
Verdant has been selected as the company to run the new shared service for South Oxfordshire District Council and the Vale of White Horse. The service will lead to a massive increase in recycling through a completely new approach to rubbish collection.
 
A new weekly food collection service will be introduced so waste that currently goes to landfill can be composted and people will be able to recycle more items than ever through their kerbside collections. In South Oxfordshire residents will be able to recycle glass from the kerbside for the first time and in the Vale mixed plastics - as well as the usual materials like paper, cardboard and tins. This will help us to recycle more than 50 per cent of our rubbish for the first time ever.
 
Verdant, which currently operates the garden waste scheme for South, will also be responsible for street cleaning in both districts.
 
The contract has been awarded after months of negotiations with bidding companies. The multi-million pound deal not only offers an improved service to residents and contributes to a better environment but will also deliver increased recycling credits of almost £200,000 and significant savings of up to half a million pounds to be shared between the two councils. This will free up cash to protect other vital council services.
 
Under the new service recycling will be collected fortnightly in wheeled bins and any waste that cannot be recycled will be collected on alternate weeks from wheeled bins. Food, including cooked food, dairy products and meat as well as “green” food waste, will be collected weekly in caddies, with a second smaller caddy, which people can store in the kitchen. Separate arrangements will be made for people in flats or households where it is difficult to store wheeled bins, but the intention is to ensure the same level of service for all residents. Assisted collections for people with mobility problems will continue.
 
Crews will be using on-board technology so progress on their rounds can be monitored for customer service purposes. Bins will be micro-chipped to assist with this.
 
The new service will start in South Oxfordshire in June and in the Vale in October next year. Full details and guidance will be sent to residents and made available on the councils’ websites in advance of the new service start dates.
 
The paid for opt-in garden waste schemes will continue to operate in both districts.
 
The shared contract is a continuation of the successful partnership the two councils have of working together to save money, share expertise and deliver a consistent service across neighbouring local authority areas.
 
Cllr David Dodds, Cabinet Member for waste for South Oxfordshire District Council, said: “The new service will give residents even more opportunities to reduce the amount of rubbish going to landfill, by separating food waste for composting and increasing the materials they recycle, which as keen recyclers I’m sure they will support.
 
“Choosing the right contractor to deliver the new service is a key step to ensuring its success and I’m confident Verdant will make the transition from old to new as smooth as possible. I look forward to the new service starting in South Oxfordshire in June.” 
 
Cllr Jenny Hannaby, Executive Member for waste for the Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “This truly is a waste revolution. We all have a responsibility to reduce the amount of waste we produce and this new contract will make it so much easier for people to do their bit.
 
“Our residents have already helped us achieve record recycling rates and this will help them go even further.
 
“Verdant will be using up-to-date technology to support their collections and this should lead to a much better service for residents. I only wish we could get started in the Vale straight away. In the meantime we will continue working with our current contractors who offer an excellent service.”
 
Verdant managing director Roger Edwards said he and his team were delighted to be appointed to what will be one of the company’s largest contracts amongst its 24 local authority customers. He said: “We had faith in our proposals because we’ve got excellent operational experience in driving change that cuts waste going to landfill. Both councils have ambitious recycling targets and everyone at Verdant promises their utmost effort in helping them to meet and beat those targets.”
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For more information contact Nikki Malin at the Vale on 01235 540376 or Shona Parsons at South on 01491 823108.
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