Poetry, history, and future literary luminaries set to light up the Betjeman Festival
 
Poetry events, talks on writing history, and appearances by a few of the rising stars of the literary world are just some of the events which have been added to the line up of the Wantage Betjeman Literary Festival set to take place next month.
 
“Ticket sales are going really well, with some events already sold out. The response has been so good we’ve added some extra events to the programme,” commented Fiona Roper, one of the festival organisers. “We’re also delighted that Blackwells plan to open a pop-up bookshop in town for the week of the festival”
 
The Betjeman Festival is a week-long series of events celebrating Betjeman and other renowned writers and poets between Sunday 11 and Saturday 17 September. 
 
The festival will give residents and visitors to the town the opportunity to take part in talks, readings, workshops and discussions with a stellar line up of national and locally recognised poets, authors, and writers.
 
Throughout the week there will be a plethora of poets, including Valerie Laws, Jane Draycott, and Ros Barber, hosting readings, talks, workshops, with the Spiel Unlimited team’s poetry slam and quiz set to provide a real highlight on Monday 12 September.
 
On Saturday 17 September three well known military historians, Professor Gary Sheffield, Dr Tim Benbow and Dr Saul Kelly, will bring together their vast knowledge to give a fascinating talk about how they research, plan and write their books, tackling controversial subjects in new ways.
 
Joining such luminaries as Sir Max Hastings and Pam Ayres appearing at the festival, the week will also feature talks from writers Edward Docx – The Devil’s Garden, Lucy Cavendish – Contemporary Women’s Writers’ Group, and John O’Connell – The Baskerville Legacy, who are all rising stars of the literary world.
 
Other highlights include events in Wantage and the surrounding countryside celebrating Thomas Hardy’s “Jude the Obscure”, “Hunting the Shark”, a literary lunch with Bill Heine, celebrating 25 years since the arrival of the (in)famous shark in Oxford, and “Betjeman and Hardy set to music”, celebrating the life and works of two of Britain’s best loved poets. 
 
During the week there will be events for those of all ages and of all levels of interest in reading and poetry.  As well as literary events the week will also see a number of musical performances and the screening of films “Tortoise in love” and “Gnomeo and Juliet”. And comedy fans should not miss the chance on Saturday 17 September to hear four of the most successful comedy writers in Britain discussing where they get their inspiration and how they feel about the performers always taking the credit for their jokes.
 
Mayor Charlotte Dickson said “I hope the festival is a big success. It’s a great programme and this sort of event is really good for the town – we look forward to welcoming lots of visitors to Wantage in September.”
 
Cllr Elaine Ware, cabinet member for economic development at the Vale of White Horse District Council, said: "The Betjeman Festival will provide Wantage with a fantastic opportunity to show itself off to many people who haven't been to the town before, placing Wantage on the map as a centre for culture and literary arts in the South of England, and hopefully providing a real boost to many businesses in the town."
 
The Festival begins on Sunday 11 September in the town centre with a teddy bears’ picnic, literary lunch, regional food event, bookstalls, music and an art fair. 
 
For information about individual events and tickets go to www.wantagebetjeman.com, you can also follow the festival on Twitter @BetjemanFest.
 
The Wantage Betjeman Literary Festival is being supported and promoted by Blackwells, who are also providing a number of the guest speakers.  The event is being funded through contributions from the Vale of White Horse District Council, Wantage Town Council and local businesses as well as donations from members of the public.
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Festival organiser Jim Mitchell is available for interviews and enquiries on 01235 767975.
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