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Direct your own social care needs 
Oxfordshire County Council is set to launch a new way of providing adult social care which allows people to determine what assistance they receive. 

A public event to mark the arrival of self directed support in the county takes place at the Whateley Hall in Horsefair, Banbury, from 2pm on Thursday, June 25, where staff from the council's Transforming Adult Social Care Team will be present to offer guidance and advice. 

Self directed support begins in north Oxfordshire and will be rolled out across the county by 2011. Teams will be trained during that time to make the adjustment to the new way of working.
Based on specific needs 
Self directed support gives people a personal budget based on their specific needs and circumstances, allowing them scope to plan and tailor care according to their personal preference. 

The new way of working, which has been adopted in other parts of the country, is designed to assist people who need help with things that many people do not think twice about, such as getting out of bed, going shopping or leaving home to work or socialise. 

Oxfordshire County Council checks support plans and monitors how budgets are spent. It ensures that the services people receive are lawful, effective and affordable. 

Take control 
Paul Purnell, Oxfordshire County Council's Head of Adult Social Care, said: "Self directed support enables people to take control of the care that they need. It allows them to choose how they want their care to be provided and how their personal budget should be spent." 

Anybody wanting to find out more about self directed support should visit www.takingcontroloxon.org.uk. 
People wanting to attend the free launch event should send an email to sds@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call 01865 323859. 
Note to editors: 
Interviews with relevant officers will be available at the event from 2.30pm on a first come, first served basis. 

