Investment, involvement and improvement for Faringdon and Wantage

 
Investment, involvement and improvement are the key themes running through the Vale of White Horse District Council’s economic development action plans for Faringdon and Wantage for 2011/12.
 
The plans, which were recently approved, set out a series of actions which will see community groups, businesses and local authorities working together to improve the vitality of Faringdon and Wantage through encouraging investment and more visitors to come to the two market towns.
 
The actions identified in the two plans have been split into three categories which are aligned to the Vale’s key market town objectives of supporting businesses; improving infrastructure, community and business facilities; and increasing awareness of the towns.
 
The key actions affecting both towns include:-
o       developing inward investment fact sheets to support retail and industrial businesses,
o       using seasonal marketing campaigns to promote retail and business,
o       hosting networking events to encourage business involvement in the towns,
o       improving signage, 
o       improving the cycling infrastructure,
o       carrying out research to find out why visitors come to the two market towns,
o       setting up a tourism action group to promote southern Oxfordshire.
 
Both towns are also set to benefit from the introduction of free short-term parking which will be introduced throughout the district later this year. They will also be featured prominently in a new tourism book about the Vale called “52 things to do…far from the madding beaches”, which will be available in tourism outlets, bookshops and online from this autumn.
 
On an individual basis Faringdon will build on the work carried out last year, which saw the renovation of Folly Tower, by opening a new skate park and working on new art projects and historic trails around the town.  While Wantage is set to see the introduction of a new loyalty card scheme, designed to encourage people to use the town’s independent businesses.
 
Cllr Elaine Ware, Cabinet Member for Economic Development, said: “We have some really exciting plans ahead for Faringdon and Wantage, including the added boost of free short term parking to help bring more people into the town centres.  
 
“Improving our market towns is a real team effort involving many people from independent businesses, community groups and local authorities.  In order for all this to happen we need everyone to really get behind the plans, continue to pull in the same direction and ensure they see things through to a finish.” 
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