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52 things, 500 entries and four winners
Westmill Wind Farm, Harwell on Feast Day, Wayland’s Smithy and the Faringdon Tour were the favourite places that inspired the winning entries submitted by residents for a new tourism book designed to attract people to the Vale of White Horse.
The four winning pieces were among more than 500 photos, paintings, descriptive pieces and drawings of popular sites and hidden gems in the Vale that were sent in by the community for inclusion in the book "52 things to do far from the madding beaches".
Last weekend (Saturday 26 February) the artists, writers, photographers and poets behind the best submissions gathered together at the Portwell Angel in Market Place, Faringdon for a celebration to honour their selection and to find out which entries had been named as the best photo, prose, poetry and artwork.  The winners were presented with cash prizes and their entries are now guaranteed to be included when the book is published later this year.
The winners were: 
o       Kevin Knowles – Westmill Wind Farm (photography)
o       Cleveland W Gibson – The Faringdon Tour (prose)
o       Linda Benton – Harwell on Feast Day (artwork)
o       Mike Jones – Wayland’s Smithy (poetry)
In the coming months the 52 Team will select all inspirational pieces of work to be published in the book.  All pieces of work have been donated by members of the public, keen to play their part in helping promote the Vale of White Horse to a much wider audience.
The idea behind the book is to promote 52 things that people could do, visit, look at or explore in the Vale of White Horse, one for each week of the year.
Dawn Benson (local artist and sculptor) and one of the judges on the 52 Team, said: "It was  wonderful to see how proud of the Vale of White horse the entrants were, everyone really loves this beautiful area, their entries were absolutely fantastic and showed that love! The book will be a testament to that. We look forward to continue working with participants in the future and to producing a wonderful book with many stunning contributions from this fantastic group of local people."
Cllr Richard Webber, Deputy Leader at the Vale, who led the winners presentation, said: “The quality and number of entries that we received for inclusion in the book has been quite astonishing.  It’s a real credit to the Vale community that so many people have put so much time and effort towards this project.” 
Anyone who is interested in having their work published in the book promoting the Vale should sent entries to: economic.development@southandvale.gov.uk or by post to: Trudy Godfrey, Economic Development, Abbey House, Abbey Road, Abingdon, OX14 3JE.  
 
