Be part of the council's Standards Committee 

Oxfordshire County Council is looking for two people who are independent of the authority to be part of its Standards Committee.
The committee is responsible for promoting and maintaining high standards of conduct by county councillors and co-opted members; monitoring the operation of the council's Code of Conduct; and dealing with reports on investigations into allegations of breaches into that code.
The Local Government Act 2000 requires all local authorities to have a Standards Committee, which must have a membership of at least 25 per cent independent people if it comprises of more than three members. 
Oxfordshire County Council's Standards Committee currently has six councillors and two independent people, with two vacancies. The committee usually meets twice a year at Oxford's County Hall. 
The law places certain restrictions on those who can apply to be members of the committee as people must truly independent of the council.
Applications cannot be considered from anyone who: 

· is a member or an officer of Oxfordshire County Council; any other county; county borough; London borough; district, parish or community council; the Greater London Authority; any police or fire authority; the Broads Authority; any National Park Authority; any joint authority established by Part IV of the Local Government Act 1985; any other local authority; 

· has within the last five years been a member or officer of Oxfordshire County Council 

· has a relative or close friend who is a member or officer of Oxfordshire County Council 

Independent members of the Standards Committee must be appointed by the full council, with the approval of at least half its members. The term of office ordinarily runs until four days after the May 2013 county council elections, although the council does review membership of all its committees each April.
Posts are unpaid, though members may claim back travelling and subsistence expenses if they wish. 
For further information and an application form call 01865 810177, write to Committee Services, County Hall, Oxford, OX1 1ND or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/independentmembers. 
The closing date for applications is Friday, September 18 2009. 
