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Win a grant to design your own playground 
Grants of up to £2,000 are on offer to groups wanting some professional help bringing alive their ideas for play areas within their local communities.  

Oxfordshire County Council is giving out a total of 24 awards.  Bids for the next available grants, six in total, have to be in by February 12 2010. 

The money can be used for young people and community groups to develop designs for outdoor play spaces which could then attract further funding or be created by volunteers. The grants form part of the Oxfordshire Play Pathfinder programme, funded by £2.6 million from central government for play projects across the county.
Young people encouraged to apply 
Play Pathfinder Manager, Howie Watkins, said: “There is a lot of competition for big grants these days and this scheme can help give the edge to groups wanting to take their ideas forward funding. We would especially welcome applications led by young people.”
Councillor Louise Chapman, Cabinet Member for Children, Young People and Families said: “This is a great opportunity for young people to get some professional help with design for their own ideas for outdoor play areas.”
”Play is an important part of every child’s life and we want to help children create their own inspiring and challenging play spaces.” 

The grants will be awarded by a panel of young people. Qualifying groups will also receive support from the county council’s Play Pathfinder team to help them apply for further funding.
Groups who receive a Play Design grant may also still apply for a Playbuilder grant of up to £45,000 to build their playground.  

The deadline for Play Design grant bids is February 12 2010. Interested groups should get in touch with Howie Watkins - howie.watkins@oxfordshire.gov.uk or call the play enquiry line on 01865 323990.
There will be two more chances to apply for grants in 2010, in May and again in October. 

Note to Editors: 

The Ark-T centre in Cowley was successful in applying for a Play Design grant in November 2009. Local artists Samantha Birkit and Sue Frizzel have been working with local children and young people to see how the space around the John Bunyan Baptist Church in Crowell Road, Cowley can be transformed.
They will be running a workshop, made possible by the grant, between 10am and 12pm this Saturday 23rd January at the John Bunyan Baptist Church, Crowell Road, Cowley, OX4 3LN.
Early ideas involve building a tree house. Sue and Samantha will be working with a group of young people to build sample and model tree houses as part of the design process. 

Samantha Birkit said: “This grant has allowed creativity and showed that creativity is part of play. I think it has given the young people a means of expression and connected them emotionally with the plans.”
Contact Samantha Birkit on 07590 432849 for more details or to arrange a photograph. 
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