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Council helps local people make towns plastic bag free 
Organisations across Oxfordshire are to be given financial help towards projects that will help make their towns become free of plastic bags - one of the biggest contributors to waste bins across the world.
Oxfordshire County Council has made around £25,000 available having already used money to help fund schemes to cut down on plastic bag use in Wallingford and Woodstock.
Wantage also benefited from county council funding in 2007 when it launched a major and successful scheme to encourage local people to give up the use of plastic bags.
Damage done by plastic bags 
It is thought that plastic bags can take anything from 100 to 1,000 years to biodegrade. People accumulate several plastic bags on each shopping trip. This is an incredible waste of the precious resources including oil.
Oxfordshire currently recycles around 45 per cent of its waste but could still do more. The best countries in Europe recycle around 60 per cent of their waste. Less use of plastic bags would help decrease the amount of waste produced in the first place.
How will money be spent? 
Grants will provide financial support towards towns setting up schemes to provide residents with reusable calico cloth bags that can be used as a permanent substitute for plastic bags. The bags can also be used to promote local retail businesses and raise awareness of the town.
Those towns that already have cloth bag schemes can apply for the money to set up a loyalty scheme, whereby residents are given vouchers when they bring their own bags into the shops, which can then be redeemed in local shops or donated to schools.
Which organisations have been awarded money? 
The following organisations have been awarded funding: 

· Wallingford Plastic Bag Working Party
Amount: £2,000
Scheme: Wallingford already has a cloth bag scheme, and wanted extra funding to sell the bags at a reduced price and therefore make them more attractive. Contact: Theresa Jordan, 01491 836240,. 

· Sustainable Woodstock
Amount: £2,070
Scheme: This new volunteer group asked for set-up costs for a reusable cloth bag scheme, working closely with the Wake up to Woodstock business group and local schools. Contact: Colin Carritt, 01993 811977 

· Oxfordshire Town Chambers Network (OTCN)
Amount: £10,000
Scheme: OTCN will set up a voucher scheme to encourage Witney residents to reuse their bags. Shops will issue vouchers to shoppers who use their own bags. Local schools compete to collect the vouchers and exchange them for environmental aids. Contact: Karyn Buck, 07811 957157 

· 21st Century Thame
Amount: £3,500
An innovative text alert scheme, to remind residents to take their existing bags shopping. It will also promote local businesses via the texts. Contact: Alison Isherwood, 01844 215215 

· Bicester Vision
Amount: £6,000
Scheme: Bicester Vision will provide residents and visitors with a highly desirable and fashionable fold-up re-usable bag to raise the profile of the town, working with local schools and the outlet village. Contact: Rachel Faulkner, 01295 753750 

· Low Carbon West Oxford
Amount: £1,000
Scheme: The grant will provide jute shopping bags to residents at low cost via local retailers in the Botley Road area. Contact: Ruth Stavris, 01865 724968 

Pleased to help 
Councillor Roger Belson, Oxfordshire County Council's Cabinet Member for Sustainable Development, said: "Projects to lessen the use of plastic bags in towns are proving very popular and we are pleased to be able to provide some funding to help more places in Oxfordshire undertake such work."
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