Use your two hours free parking to…. in Faringdon
 
From Friday 9 December residents and visitors to Faringdon will be able to take advantage of two hours free parking in both the Vale of White Horse District Council car parks.
 
Without having to worry about paying to park for a couple of hours, people in Faringdon will be able to spend a bit more time hunting for hidden treasures in the variety of independent shops in the town centre. 
 
Visitors to the town centre can spoil themselves by frequenting many of the local shops which offer people something ‘a little bit different’ and a range of tempting treats. 
 
For those visiting on a Tuesday and Friday mornings, a visit to the weekly farmers' market is also a must, providing a great chance to pick up some delicious locally produced food, such as fresh vegetables, home-made cakes and biscuits and arts and crafts.  And of course, the Craft Fair, which is on Saturday mornings once a month is a must.
 
The free two hours also provides people with the time to make that necessary journey to the bank, solicitors, insurance agents, or have a meeting at any of the other professional, business and commercial organisations in the town centre.
 
For those looking to get away from the hustle and bustle of the town centre, just a few moments away are open fields and a network of footpaths, perfect for a couple of hours walk.  A choice of walking and cycling guides are available to download from http://www.visitvale.com/site/activities/walking 
 
Anyone who just fancies a stroll may use their two hours to wonder round Folly Park, taking in the fishing lake, wildlife and public art, before stopping for a picnic at the top of Folly Hill where you can admire the views of five counties that inspired Lord Berners.
 
Those wanting to explore the history of Faringdon could use their two hours to visit All Saints Church with its’ historic cannon ball, or Lord Berner’s famous Folly Tower.  The recently refurbished tower, which dates back to 1935, is home to a whole host of wonderful pictures and photographs and offers an incredible panoramic view of the surrounding Oxfordshire and Wiltshire countryside.
 
Alternatively, two hours is just enough time for a relaxing lunch in one of towns splendid independent cafes or restaurants which offer a wide variety of tempting treats.
 
Cllr Elaine Ware, cabinet member for economic development and parking at the Vale, said: “Whether it is exploring the local shops, going for a wonder around the parks and countryside or simply enjoying a long lunch, two hours free parking will allow people in Faringdon that extra opportunity to spend more time enjoying the town and making use of local facilities.”
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