52 things and one big book launch
Nov 2011
 
A new tourism book featuring the work of over 50 individuals from the Vale of White Horse community is set to go on sale next month.
 

On Saturday 10 December the team behind the “52 things to do… far from the madding beaches” book, which aims to promote tourism in the Vale of White Horse, will be holding a special launch event at the new temporary Blackwells book shop in Mill Street, Wantage. 
 

The event, which takes place at 2pm, will be attended by many of the Vale residents who contributed photos, prose, poetry and artwork for inclusion in the book.  Guy Browning, director of Kingston Bapguize based film Tortoise in Love, will also be on hand to officially sell the first copy of the book and speak about “the importance of arts in the community”. 
 

The idea behind the “52 things” book was to come up with, and promote, a vast array of things that people could do, visit, look at or explore in the Vale of White Horse which would encourage them to come back to the area time and time again or explore their local community a bit more.  By coming up with 52 suggestions the book is designed to give readers one idea for each week of the year. 
 

In total 50 individuals submitted more than 500 pieces of work for possible inclusion in the book, including stunning photography capturing the unique atmosphere of Wayland Smithy, descriptive writing about the history of the ancient towns of Abingdon, Faringdon and Wantage, drawings of the Ridgeway, as well as of many of the hidden gems in the Vale’s villages.  These were then whittled down to the select few that made the print run to represent the 52 individual things. 
 

All pieces of work in the book were donated free of charge by members of the public, keen to play their part in helping promote the Vale of White Horse to a much wider audience.  The book was pulled together over the last 18 months by the “52 Team”, a dedicated group looking to highlight what the Vale has to offer as a tourist destination.
 

Represented on the 52 Team were: Vale of White Horse District Council, Wantage Rejuvenated, Wantage Chamber of Commerce, the Choose Abingdon Partnership and Focus on Faringdon.
 

From Saturday 10 December the book, which costs £9.99 each, will be available to buy from the following locations – 
· Abingdon – Mostly Books, Tourist Information and Abingdon Museum,
· Faringdon – Town Council offices and Portwell Angel,
· Wantage – Blackwells, Vale and Downland Museum and Opal.
· Online - Amazon.co.uk,
· Email – economicdevelopment@southandvale.gov.uk
Dawn Benson, local artist and member of the editorial team said: “'The Vale of White Horse is an area of outstanding natural beauty with many secret and wonderful places to visit and explore. Also renowned for the arts, music and culture, it has much to offer the visitor. Many of our towns and villages are steeped in history, with wonderful markets, individual shops and lots to do.  We hope you enjoy this book which has wonderful contributions from people from all over the vale. This is an ideal gift for Christmas, a book to dip into and to treasure for any local or visitor to our wonderful part of England.”
 
Cllr Elaine Ware, cabinet member for economic development at Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “The 52 Things book does a fantastic job in highlighting what the Vale has to offer, both as a tourist location and as a place to live.  We have many things to be proud of in this district and it is about time we showed them off in this way.  This really proves what we can do when we work together to make sure more people know about the Vale.”
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