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Wantage and Grove shopkeepers encouraged to front improvements
 
The Vale of White Horse District Council is appealing to shopkeepers to help brighten up Wantage and Grove by taking advantage of a shop front improvement scheme.
 
Thanks to funding from the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA), the Vale has £40,000 in grant funding available to assist shops in Wantage and Grove improve their shop fronts and help make a real difference to the local shopping area.
 
The scheme is open to all owners and tenants of premises in Wantage and Grove with commercial shop fronts, including:
· Shops – including hairdressers, beauty salons, funeral directors, laundrettes, dry cleaners etc
· Financial and professional services – banks, building societies and estate agents
· Restaurants, pubs, cafes and takeaways.
 
Funding is available for work ranging from entirely new shop fronts and large scale replacement and repair work, to painting, signage, displays or lighting.
 
Shop fronts are the most noticeable part of a building and make a big impact on a town centre.  They contribute to people’s first impressions and can dramatically affect a town’s image.  High quality shop fronts make a town feel more welcoming to local residents and visitors and help to give a place a sense of identity, and, most importantly, encourage more people to visit the shops.
 
The scheme, which runs until December 2011, or until all funding has been allocated,  is being administered by the Vale on behalf of Wantage Joint Economic Forum and can provide up to £5,000 in funding per shop front, with each project required to match the funding by 50 per cent.
 
Cllr Richard Gibson, Executive Member for Economic Development, said: “The way our shops look can make a real difference to what people think about a town, so we would encourage as many shopkeepers in Wantage and Grove to take advantage of the scheme and help make their shopping centres areas to be proud of.”
 
Any one interested in applying for a shop front improvement grant should complete the application form on the Vale’s website or contact Trudy Godfrey on 01235 540346 or email trudy.godfrey@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
